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Persuasive Speech: Eradicating Poverty
Introduction 
Mahatma Gandhi once said, “Poverty is the worst form of violence.” Poverty involves a state in which people lack the necessary resources to satisfy human wants. Poverty can be categorized as either absolute or relative. People living in poverty are disadvantaged because they cannot afford basic needs such as clothing, food, safe drinking water, and shelter, among other needs (United Nations, 2021). Poor people globally are extremely struggling to meet social, physical, and emotional needs. Even though most organizations have put more effort into fighting poverty, these issues still remain to be a global crisis. In this presentation, I will discuss poverty, its causes, as well as various techniques that can be embraced to eradicate this crisis globally. 
Preview: In order to fully elaborate on this issue, I will begin by illustrating the background information on poverty. Secondly, I will explore its causes, then finally explain the solutions to this crisis. 
Problem
Poverty is an issue that exists in various nations globally. It is crucial to note that the rate of poverty is high in developing countries. Most of these countries are in Africa and Latin America. Statistics reveal that about 80% of the world's population lives in poverty (United Nations, 2021). Most people also die as a result of poverty. Almost 870 million people in developing countries are deemed as undernourished (United Nations, 2021). Poverty is an aspect that goes beyond the lack of income and other productive resources. According to the United Nations, almost 766 million people lived below the poverty line (United Nations, 2021). The spread of COVID-19 is one of the factors that intensified poverty globally. Many people are unable to go to work, and at the same time, they cannot work from home. It is quite unfortunate that in every five children, one of them lives in extreme poverty.
Causes of Poverty
One of the causes of poverty is warfare. The destruction caused by warfare is a significant development problem. Large-scale, protracted violence that we see in places like Syria can grind society to a halt, destroy infrastructure, and cause people to flee, forcing families to sell or leave behind all their assets (Brooks, 2017).
Climate change is another cause of poverty. Climate change creates hunger, whether through too little water (drought) or too much (flooding), and its effects contribute to the cycle of poverty in several other ways, including disproportionately affecting women, creating refugees, and even influencing conflict (Hallegatte, 2016). Besides the immediate destruction caused by drought and flooding, natural events such as hurricanes, environmental forces often cause acute periods of crisis by destroying crops and animals.
Natural Disasters also lead to poverty. Natural disasters such as hurricanes and earthquakes have devastated communities throughout the world. Developing countries often suffer much more extensive and acute crises at the hands of natural disasters because limited resources inhibit the construction of adequate housing, infrastructure, and mechanisms for responding to crises.
Corruption is another element that promotes poverty. Corruption often accompanies the centralization of power when leaders are not accountable to those they serve. Most directly, corruption inhibits development when leaders help themselves with money that would otherwise be used for development projects (Fisman & Golden, 2017). In other cases, leaders reward political support by providing services to their followers.
Finally, poverty is caused by a lack of good health care: Poor People are more likely to suffer from bad health, and those with poor health are more likely to be poor because healthcare is often inaccessible to those who need it because it is too expensive. As a result, the poor have to make callous decisions, and usually, food takes priority been essential. People who are sick get worse in sickness, and then they can’t work, which makes the situation even direr. If people do seek treatment, the cost often ruins their finances. It’s a vicious cycle. 
Solutions to Poverty
One of the grand solutions to this problem is that the government should guarantee people living in poverty a basic income. Giving money to the poor is an ideal approach to eliminating poverty because it provides poor people with an opportunity to acquire capital to start and run businesses. Most people engage in business activities with the aim of making profits. People living in poverty are always discouraged from starting their businesses since they cannot afford the required capital to start such ventures. The act of giving money to the poor is a way of motivating them to start businesses that can sustain their needs (Karnani, 2011). These businesses can enable these individuals to acquire enough profits, which can be used in expanding these lucrative operations. The Ted talk by Rutger Bregman proves how direct payments are important in alleviating poverty in society. The case of Dauphin, Canada, is a clear indication that poverty can be eradicated when people are guaranteed basic income. In the case of Dauphin, a lot of people managed to come out of poverty after receiving basic income from the Canadian government over a long period (Bregman, 2017). The study conducted in this region revealed that people in Dauphin became richer, smarter, and healthier (Bregman, 2017). Therefore, giving money to the poor was quite effective in transforming this society at large. 
Communities also have a role to play towards poverty eradication among their members. The community as a whole may initiate programs aimed at promoting the well-being of the members. The initiatives generated serve to ensure that the community members are capable of meeting their basic needs, equipped with skills to build them economically, promoting the economic development of the individual and community, and removing barriers towards development (Cris et al., 2016). To achieve this, the community may initiate programs like raising capital to start community-owned business enterprises where the individual members benefit depending on their contribution and employing members within the community. Also, they may initiate training sessions aimed at equipping members with skills to invent, manage and or operate businesses. 
Individuals also have a role to play towards poverty eradication. This is achieved through individual efforts towards exploiting any available opportunity worth investing in. However, for this to be achieved, the individual concerned has to ensure that they have the ample knowledge and skills necessary to exploit the opportunities available. The first step to eradicating poverty is ensuring that they acquire academic knowledge to familiarize themselves with the skills necessary to address life challenges. The knowledge gained can be invested in various economic activities that can transform the lives of the concerned individual (Singh & Chudasama, 2020). On a personal level, I'm aspiring to make meaningful investments that can ensure that most unemployed people get jobs in the future. 
Conclusion
In summary, this presentation has examined the concept of poverty, its causes, and solutions ranging from grand, local, and personal strategies to eradicate poverty. It is clear that poverty is a major crisis that should be eliminated at all costs. Therefore, all of us should join hands in the fight against poverty since this issue. Nelson Mandela once said, "Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is not natural. It is man-made, and it can be overcome and eradicated by the action of human beings." Thank you all for your time! 
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